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Cowley Publications. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 214 pages. What Roger Ferlo did for the Bible
in Opening the Bible, volume 2 of The New Churchs Teaching Series, Je rey Lee now does for the prayer book
in volume 7 of the series. Opening the Prayer Book introduces us to the history and liturgies of The Book of
Common Prayer, and helps us understand why the prayer book is such an important aspect of Anglican self-
understanding. Lee begins with the fundamental question, What is common prayer He explores some of the
ways in which our worship according to The Book of Common Prayer a ects who we are as a church, and the
way it shapes our lives of faith. In chapter 2 Lee turns to the development of patterns of liturgy from the time of
Jesus to the Reformation, tracing changes in the primary liturgies of baptism, eucharist, and daily prayer. The
American prayer book is the focus of chapter 3, from the earliest revisions in the new nation through the
liturgical scholarship that led to the substantial theological and liturgical changes in the 1979 Book of Common
Prayer. Chapter 4 begins a survey of the pages of the prayer book itself. Lee examines in particular the liturgies
of Holy Week and Easter, baptism and eucharist, and the daily o ice, with a view to understanding the way the
parts of the services are rooted in the historical prayers of the church and at the same time reflect the living
tradition of Christians today. This theme is further developed in chapter 5, which focuses on the prayer book
and our common life. Here Lee discusses questions of how a common prayer book can be responsive to a
growing variety of pastoral situations and diverse cultures in a fast-changing world. The final chapter...
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