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Business School Köln, course: East Asia Management, language:
English, abstract: On August 30, 2009, Lower House elections for
the bicameral Diet were held in Japan where the DPJ, short for
Democratic Party of Japan, achieved a landslide victory. Never
before has the opposition party in Japan reached such a clear
success in becoming the new ruling party of Japan and making
the thus far dominant Liberal Democratic Party, abbreviated as
LDP, the new opposition. As the newly elected government
argues that the Iron Triangle Model, which dominates Japanese
policy making processes, is outdated and proposed plans on
how to reform it, new discussions about this post-war concept
arose. Thus, this paper will deal with the following questions. In
how far has the Iron Triangle Model been reformed in the recent
years Is Japan shifting away from this post-war model and,
what, if anything, has been achieved by contemporary reforms
In how far are the reform attempts of former Prime Minister
Koizumi...
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